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Synopsis

It has been almost two full centuries since a thin line of Canadian militiamen turned back an
American army at Crysler's Farm on the banks of the St. Lawrence, and the tattered Star-Spangled
Banner flew through the night and into the dawn over Fort McHenry, surviving a storm of Royal
Navy shot and shell. However, the approach of the war’s bicentennial has unleashed a cascade of
interest in this smoky, old cannon-and-musket conflict. Lushly illustrated with more than 120 color
photographs and archival paintings, this exciting documentary companion brings the war to life with
vivid descriptions and insightful eyewitness accounts. Readers can relive key moments in the
conflict by visiting battlefields and other relevant sites such as Queenstown Heights, Lundy’s Lane,
Fort McHenry, and Chalmette Plantation outside New Orleans. The book is divided into seven
chronologically arranged chapters, each of them focusing on one of several distinct theaters of the

war. Follow the course of what ha
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Customer Reviews

This book states it is "a guide to battlefields and historic sites". It is a companion to a PBS series on
the War of 1812; it contains chapters on the 7 theaters of the war from the northwest to the
southern. All are explained well and in an interesting fashion, much like and in the style of a script to
the documentary. There are period paintings and maps and photos of those in period costume
today. An index is included.For most sites there are a few sentences, "what you will see today".
There is a brief description, but little in the way of guidance or directions. This is really not a

guidebook in a travel sense. It is a good history - a guide of a little known war - prepared for its



centennial. It shows you its history; but it is not what | was expecting as a guidebook, or that | think

most people would expect, that they could use to seek out places to see and visit.

This book arrived on the day before predicted. | am researching an ancestor who is said to have
served in the War of 1812. This book is great for the large picture and describes what the battle

sites look like if visited today. This helps me in my search.

This is an outstanding book of facts. We went on a summer trip and followed the war of 1812, during
the bicentenial. this book led me to places to visit. It is perfect for someone that wants to visit these

sites, with a good understanding what happeden in history.

In general this is a good overview of the War of 1812. | especially like how the book covers the
various theatres of the war, something | never got when | studied the War of 1812 in school. My one
complaint however is on pages 159-160 when discussing the Battle of North Point it is stated of the
British troops, "The Majority of Brooke’s troops were regulars, some of whom had fought under
Wellington at Waterloo." Although many of the troops that the British shipped over to America to
fight in 1814 were veterans of the Napoleonic Wars none of them were veterans of Waterloo since
that battle had not yet happened. The Battle of North Point occured on September 12, 1814
whereas the Battle of Waterloo happened on June 18, 1815. Now, it is possible some of the British
soldiers that were at North Point served later at Waterloo, (the 95th Rifles served at New Orleans in
January 1815 and also fought at Waterloo five months later,) but the book makes it sound like

Waterloo happened before the Cheaspeake Campaign.
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